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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

On page 18 line 2 of the Specification, the following has been inserted 

as line 2. 

- Brief Description of Drawings- 

The abstract, which contains more, a single page and/or more than the appropriate 
number of lines has been deleted and replaced by the following on a separate sheet 
attached hereto: 
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- Abstract 

The present inver' in relates to a process for stripping residual volatile 
compounds contained in a thermoplastic polymer. The process comprises (1) 
forming the polymer in the form of a melt flowing as a main stream, (2) forming 
a foaming agent in the form of one or more secondary liquid streams, (3) adding 
the secondary stream(s) to the main stream by spraying so as to divide each 
secondary liquid stream into several fractional streams and thus to form a 
polymer melt/foaming agent pre-mixture, (4) introducing the pre-mixture into a 
static mixer, then into an expansion chamber at reduced pressure so as to 
separate the polymer melt from the residual volatile compounds and from the 
foaming agent, and (5) withdrawing the polymer melt from the expansion chamber. 
The invention also relates to an apparatus for removing residual volatile 
compounds contained in a thermoplastic polymer. The apparatus comprises (i) a 
polymer melt feed line, (ii) an addition chamber into which the feed line runs 
and through which the polymer flows as a main stream, (iii) one or more lines 
for adding a foaming agent as one or more secondary liquid stream(s), which 
lines run into the addition chamber and have at their ends a spray device 
allowing each seconds, y liquid stream to be divided into several fractional 
streams, (iv) a static mixer having an inlet, connected to the addition 
chamber, and an outlet, and (v) an expansion chamber for separating the polymer 
melt from the residual volatile compounds and from the foaming agent, which 
chamber is connected to the outlet of the static mixer and is provided with a 
line for withdrawing the polymer melt and with a line for extracting the 
residual volatile compounds and the foaming agent. ~ 



Application/Control Number: 10/525,731 



Art Unit: 1711 



Page 4 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Terressa M. Boykin whose telephone number is 571 
272-1069. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 10-5:30 Friday 
(work at home). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) cri\EY1 -272-1 000. /) , 
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